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made to the Fakir in charge, in the hope that
the dead man will intercede with God for the
worshippers*
There is a tomb of this kind in the Mount road,
Madras, where the Muhammadans of Triplicane
burn little oil lamps made with a floating wick in
a cup of oil, and offer incense on earthenware
saucers. Sometimes the tomb is adorned with
wreaths of oleander blossom and jasmine. The use
of flowers and incense and lights is common to
Hindus and Muhammadans alike. It creates a
similarity in their rituals which does not exist' It
is apt to lead to the belief that the object of the
ceremonies is the same. Tins is not so* The
Muhammadan performs his ritual in the hope of
obtaining the intercession of a human being who
has passed into union with the God of Abraham
and Ishmael; whereas the Hindu has no other end
in view but the propitiation of a malignant spirit
in the hope of averting disaster.